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July 13, 2012 Iwaki Minpo

Friendship Resolution Signed:
’Aquamarine Fukushima and Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research

Sixth Institution to Sign

3 Million Dollars Donation as Aids for Disaster Recovery Too

Fukushima Marine Science Museum “Aquamarine Fukushima” and Kuwait Institute for
Scientific Research (KISR) conducted a signing ceremony of friendship resolution on July
12, in front of the huge water tank at the second floor of the aquarium.

Mr. Yoshitaka Abe, Executive Director of the aquarium was working at the Ueno Zoo
aquarium in Tokyo in 1968 and 1969, when he was sent to KISR as a senior researcher,
and committed to training of researchers. Due to such bonds, and after the Great East
Japan Earthquake, relations between the two institutions got deepened further,
resulted in the friendship resolution signing this time. The State of Kuwait donates 3
million US dollars to the aquarium and the donation ceremony is planned on 13 Friday
afternoon, so that the signing ceremony was set on 12 Thursday.

Mr. Abe made a speech that “we are so grateful for the kind concerns and supports
from all of you since the disaster last year. Kuwait is my second home. We want to
further nourish our ties and cooperate with each other.” Dr. Naji Al-Mutairi, Director
General of Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research commented that “I wish that our
institutions will last for long time, and hope to promote interactions among researchers

of both institutions.” They signed the resolution of friendship, and made a strong
handshake.

KISR has vast fields of research and study, ranging from food biotechnology resources
such as agriculture and marine science, water resources such as desalination, energy
engineering, and so on. Especially the marine science field focuses on the aquaculture
of squids, grouper, black sea bream, and butterfish. In the future, both institutions
intend to realize information exchange on education and preservation, technical

exchange, culture technologies exchange, exchange of water creatures, and interactions
among staff.

KISR is the sixth institution to conclude friendship agreement with Aguamarine
Fukushima after Kasai Ocean Aquarium, Monterey Bay Aquarium, Hong Kong Ocean



Park, Palau Coral Reef Center Aquarium, Niigata City Aquarium Marine-pia Nihon-kai
(Sea of Japan).

The ceremony was attended by His Excellency Mr. Abdul-Rahman Al-Otaibi, the
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the State of Kuwait to Japan, and
made a congratulatory speech.

(Caption: Executive Director Abe, right, and Dr. Al-Mutairi, shaking hands after signing)

Translated by PR Office, Embassy of the State of Kuwait in Tokyo



